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GUINEA. 

The  foreign  trade  of  French  Guinea,  West  Africa,  Avas  more  ad- 
versely affected  by  the  continuance  of  the  Avar  in  1918  than  either 
that  of  the  sister  colony  Senegal,  just  to  the  north,  or  of  the  Ivory 
Coast  colony,  farther  south.  The  value  of  the  total  foreign  tracle 
of  the  colony  in  1918  was  $6,919,551,  as  against  $7,073,-197  for  1917, 
a  decrease  of  $153,946.  (In  this  report  francs  are  converted  to  dol- 
lars at  normal  exchange,  1  franc  equalling  $0,193).  The  total  im- 
ports amounted  to  $4,444,785,  as  against  $4,122,371  for  1917 ;_  an  in- 
crease in  value  amounting  to  $322,414.  The  total  exports  in  1918 
were  valued  at  $2,474,760,  as  against  $2,951,126  in  1917.  Movements 
of  specie  in  1918  included  imports  aggregating  $3,088  and  exports 
amounting  to  $1,002,838. 

Distribution  of  Trade — Statistics  of  Shipping. 

The  share  of  France  in  the  total  foreign  trade  of  this  colony  in 
1917  was  38.55  per  cent;  in  1918,  34.58  per  cent.  Other  French  colo- 
nies held  1.85  per  cent  of  the  trade  in  1917  and  1.72  per  cent  in  1918. 
Thus  it  is  seen  that  foreign  countries  enjoyed  approximately  three- 
fifths  of  the  trade  of  French  Guinea  in  1917,  and  almost  two-thirds 
of  it  in  1918.  This  was  due  in  large  measure  to  the  destruction  of 
French  factories  and  to  curtailed  production  in  France  on  account 
of  the  war.  In  1913  France  enjoyed  fully  43  per  cent  of  the  total 
trade.  War  conditions  left  the  colony  chiefly  dependent  upon  the 
United  States  for  food  products  and  upon  England  for  manufac- 
tured goods. 

But  for  the  unfortunate  reduction  in  the  available  tonnage  there 
is  every  reason  to  believe  that  the  year  1918  would,  on-the  whole,  have 
been  favorable.  The  complete  stoppage  of  the  German  steamers 
which  called  regularly  at  the  ports  before  the  war,  and  the  almost 
complete  cutting  off  of  the  British  vessels — which  passed  the  ports 
of  the  colony  on  their  way  to  Europe  "  full-up  "  with  cargo  from 
the  country  to  the  south — greatly  paralyzed  trade.  Yet  the  mer- 
chants remained  hopeful,  and  have  already  begun  to  regain  their 
pre-war  stride  toward  prosperity.  With  a  sufficient  number  of  ves- 
sels to  carry  the  colony's  raw  products  to  market  there  is  no  ques- 
tion concerning  its  future. 

The  total  number  of  vessels  entered  and  cleared  during  1918  was 
245  and  their  combined  tonnage  was  304,672,  as  compared  with  321 
vessels  of  a  total  of  416,580  tons  in  1917.  The  number,  tonnage,  and 
nationality  of  vessels  entering  and  clearing,  as  well  as  the  tonnage 
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of  merchandise  discharged  and  of  cargo  shipped  during  the  years 
1917  and  1918,  are  shown  in  the  following  table : 


1917 

1918 

Nationality  oi  vessel. 

Num- 
ber. 

Tonnage. 

Merchan- 
dise dis- 
charged. 

Cargo 
shipped. 

Num- 
her. 

Tonnage. 

Merchan- 
dise dis- 
charged. 

Cargo 
shipped. 

ENTRIES. 

French a 

91 

48 
12 
4 
1 

1 
0 

101,237 

47, 083 

55,901 

7,211 

1,390 

617 

42 

Tons. 
4,461 
6,431 
12 

Tons. 

76 

33 

9 

75,507 
33,921 
43, 178 

Tons. 
1,529 
5,518 
4 

Tons. 

British 

Belgian 

Greek 

625 
108 
34 

United  States 

1 

610 
30 

271 
53 

Total 

163 

213,481 

11,671 

124 

153,246 

7,375 

CLEAEANCES. 

84 

51 

12 

4 

1 
1 
5 

90, 806 

47,157 

55,901 

7,211 

1,390 

617 

17 

7,390 

519 

320 

3,952 

2,130 

74 

31 

9 

73,664 
33,844 
43, 178 

4,819 
169 

British 



1,572 

Greelc 

:::::::::  :::i::::: : 

United  States 

1 

6 

610 
130 

16 

Total 

1.5S 

203, 099 

14,311 

121 

151,426 

6,576 

Import  Trade  by  Countries  of  Origin. 

France  continued  to  monopolize  the  trade  in  wines  and  liqueurs. 
England  furnished  cement  amounting  in  value  to  $30,147;  refined 
"white  sea  salt  to  the  value  of  $45,826;  cotton  threads,  $45,834;  blue 
cotton  cloth  called  "  Guineas,"  $71,580 ;  cotton  shirtings  and  piece 
goods,  $2,790,650;  and  metal  articles  of  various  kinds,  $33,863.  The 
United  States  furnished  wheat  flour  to  the  value  of  $28,097 ;  leaf  to- 
bacco, $69,653;  petrol  (kerosene)  and  essence  of  petrol  (gasoline), 
$19,159;  household  and  other  articles,  $13,909.  The  Netherlands  sup- 
plied cotton  goods  amounting  in  value  to  $20,609.  Spain  sent  in  a 
small  quantity  of  hosiery;  Italy,  some  fez  and  Turkish  caps  and 
woolen  hats;  Switzerland,  a: small  quantity  of  cotton  goods;  Norway, 
some  fishhooks ;  and  Sweden,  some  matches. 

The  percentage  of  the  total  import  trade  held  by  the  jDrincipal 
countries  in  1918  was  as  follows:  England,  70.41;  United  States, 
4.48 ;  France  and  French  colonies,  19.15 ;  all  other  countries,  5.96. 
Of  the  imports  in  1.917  France  and  its  colonies  furnished  $20.46  per 
cent,  and  foreign  countries  79.54  per  cent. 

Statistics  of  Principal  Imports. 

The  following  table  gives  the  quantities  and  values  of  the  prin- 
cipal articles  imported  into  French  Guinea  in  the  years  1917  and 
1918: 


Articles. 


1917 


Quantity.       Value, 


Quantity.   Value, 


Alcohol  and  liqueurs . . . 
Coal, fuel 

Construction  materials . 


Metric  tons, 
a  28,  111 


$28, 227 
46,473 
10, 145 


Metric  tons, 
a  47, 181 


1,332 


851,392 
3,064 
37,315 


a  Liters. 
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Articles. 

1917 

1918 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Cotton  goods: 

Metric  tons. 

1,770 

821 

300 

223 

392 

35 

21 

289 

6 

104 

55 

269 

o  288, 791 

$2,567,300 

■     132,468 

172,516 

25,371 

40,942 

13,657 

10, 137 

134,218 

1,106 

24,421 

12, 899 

135,048 

81,534 

685,909 

Metric  tons. 

1,317 

472 

237 

179 

371 

81 

393 

414 

74 

21 

6 

158 

a  239, 400 

$2, 835, 210 

104, 350 

Other  tissues 

186, 070 

Flour 

30, 260 

19, 593 

46, 718 

Metal  

218, 427 

165, 504 

Sea.  biscuits 

179 

13,017 

Sugar ,. 

1,004 

Tobacco 

102, 350 

Wines 

112,512 

Miscellaneous 

517, 820 

Total 

4,122,371 

4, 444, 785 

a  Liters. 

It  will  be  noted  in  comparing  the  statistics  of  1917  and  1918  in 
the  preceding  table  that  in  most  cases  the  increases  in  values  are 
accompanied  by  decreases  in  quantities. 

Exports  by  Principal  Items. 

The  quantities  and  values  of  the  principal  articles  exported  from 
French  Guinea  in  the  yearg  1917  and  1918  appear  in  the  following- 
table  : 


Articles. 

1917 

1918 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Beef  hides 

Metric  tons. 

793 

214 

a  16, 694 

$458, 969 

123,752 

402, 743 

226, 523 

16,664 

53,517 

567, 419 

50, 763 

12,612 

707,373 

25, 191 

23,655 

60, 755 

221, 190 

Metric  tons. 

398 

191 

011,435 

$26",  833 

110,834 

Bullocks 

275, 869 

Gold,  native  

119  494 

34 
139 

7,071 
353 
363 
733 
486 

8,171 
228 

116 
151 

3,409 

80 

155 

709 

682 

5,982 
413 

32, 159 

Kola  nuts 

87, 326 

Palm  kernels 

363  701 

Palm  oil 

28,779 

14, 230 

683, 730 

39,516 

Peanuts  in  shell 

Rubber 

Sesame  seed 

Sheep               

17, 321 

154, 345 

Miscellaneous 

279,629 

Total 

2,951,126 

2,474,766 

a  Number. 

Of  the  total  value  of  exports  in  1918,  amounting  to  $2,174,766, 
France  and  her  colonies  received  67.11  per  cent,  as  compared  with 
68.28  per  cent  of  the  1917  exports  and  46.37  per  cent  of  the  exports 
for  1913.  The  value  of  the  export  trade  of  the  colony  in  1913  was 
$3,212,437.  During  the  war  England  has  been  the  principal  foreign 
purchaser  of  the  colony's  products ;  whereas  before  the  war  Germany 
was  the  largest  purchaser,  next  to  France.  In  1913  England  received 
$615,955  worth,  and  in  1918  only  $289,500  worth,  of  the  exports  from 
French  Guinea.  Germany  took  exports  to  the  value  of  $677,595 
in  1913. 

Sierra  Leone  received  $321,865  worth  of  bullocks  in  1918,  mostly 
for  steamers  calling  th.ere  to  form  convovs. 
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The  wool  in  mass  came  from  Upper  Senegal  and  Niger  Territory, 
as  did  also  the  gum  copal.  Of  37  tons  of  gum  copal  and  79  tons  of 
gum  arabic  exported,  France  took  all  except  10  tons  of  the  copal, 
Avhich  went  to  England.  Most  of  the  miscellaneous  products  ex- 
ported were  European  goods  transshipped  to  other  West  African 
colonies. 
Causes  of  Decreased  Export  of  Certain  Products. 

The  principal  decreases  in  the  exports  were  in  bullocks,  sheep,  beef 
hides,  palm  kernels,  palm  oil,  and  gold.  The  decrease  in  the  ship- 
ments of  bullocks  came  as  a  result  of  the  restriction  imposed  in  June, 
1918,  against  the  export  of  bullocks  luider  four  years  in  age.  This 
measure  was  taken  to  protect  the  herd  of  the  colony,  which  had 
suffered  a  great  loss  of  bullocks  through  plenropneumonia  and  bovine 
pest.  The  decrease  in  the  exports  of  sheep  was  due  to  the  very  long 
distance  they  had  to  be  herded  to  get  them  to  the  principal  market, 
which  for  the  time  was  Sierra  Leone.  The  other  decreases  are  ac- 
counted for  by  scarcity  of  tonnage  and  other  abnormalities  of  the 
war  period. 

A  very  large  part  of  the  exports  had  to  be  carried  on  sailers  and 
small  coasting  steamers  to  Freetown,  Sierra  Leone,  and  to  Dakar, 
Senegal,  in  order  to  find  space  on  large  ships  going  to  Europe.  The 
colony  could  and  would  have  exported  thousands  of  tons  more  of 
raw  products  if  there  had  been  available  tonnage. 

No  goods  from  French  Guinea  were  declared  at  this  consulate 
during  1917  and  1918  for  export  to  the  United  States. 

IVORY  COAST. 

During  the  year  1918  the  foreign  or  over-sea  trade  of  the  Ivory 
Coast,  French  West  Africa,  amounted  in  value  to  $5,580,685.  as 
against  $4,987,080  for  1917,  $1,031,922  for  1910,  and  $6,700,950  for 
1913.  The  volume  of  trade  in  1918,  therefore,  shows  an  increase  over 
1917  amounting  to  $599,599,  and  over  1916  amounting  to  $1,554,763 ; 
but  a  decrease  amounting  to  $1,114,271,  as  compared  with  1913.  On 
the  whole  the  colony  has  greater  reason  to  be  satisfied  with  the  year's 
record  than  has  French  Guinea.  The  increases  over  1910  and  1917, 
however,  are  due  almost  entirely  to  the  war. 

General  Review  of  Trade. 

The  total  value  of  the  imports  in  1918  was  $3,047,003,  as  against 
$2,707,749  for  1917;  and  the  total  value  of  the  exports  in  1918  was 
$2,539,082,  as  against  $2,279,337  for  1917.  Increased  prices  account 
for  practically  all  of  the  gains  in  value;  very  few  items  show  an 
increase  in  quantity.  Imports  of  specie  in  1918  amounted  to  $0,273, 
and  in  1917  to  $18,005.  Specie  exports  in  1918  were  valued  at  $25,108, 
and  at  $02,529  in  1917. 

The  articles  which  account  for  the  principal  increases  in  the  im- 
iDorts  over  1917.  and  the  amount  of  the  increase  in  each  instance,  are : 
Leaf  tobacco,  $37,588;  wine,  $36,647;  common  soap,  $88,648;  salt, 
$18,577,  and  works  in  metal,  $45,875.  On  the  other  hand,  there  were 
noticeable  decreases  in  the  values  of  some  articles,  as  follows:  Cot- 
ton tissues,  $47,698;  spirits,  $34,975;  perfumery,  $5,644,  and  con- 
struction materials,  $15,030. 
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Imports  by  Principal  Items. 

The  following  table  gives  the  quantities  and  values  of  the  princi])al 
articles  imported  into  the  Ivory  Coast  colonv  for  the  years  1917  and 
1918: 


Articles. 


Cotton  goods 

Construction  materials. 

Floiu',  wheat 

Machines  and  parts 

Metal  works 

Milk,  preserved 

Perfumery 

Salt 

Soap,  common 

Spirits 

Sugar 

Tobacco,  leaf 

Winas 

Miscellaneous 


Total . 


Quan- 
tity. 


Metric 

tons. 

524 

1, 078 

142 

1,105 


54 

77 

2,480 

229 

a, 750,591 

40 

92 

al39,918 


Value. 


$963, 544 

32,042 

1G,G27 

39,311 

155,410 

12,633 

58, 890 

21,411 

44, 106 

73,053 

9,671 

35,388 

43,968 

1,201,689 


2,707,749 


Quan- 
tity. 


Metric 

tons. 

375 

634 

116 

42 


37 

45 

1,594 

214 

087, 849 

30 

94 

0210,400 


Value. 


8915,846 

17,012 

17,984 

33,350 

201,285 

13, 120 

53,252 

39,988 

132,754 

38,078 

9,900 

72, 970 

80,015 

1,420,837 


3,017,003 


a  Liters. 
Direction  of  Import  Trade. 

The  increased  values  of  imports  during  1918,  as  compared  with 
1917,  were  almost  invariably  accompanied  by  decreases  in  the  quan- 
tities of  the  goods  imported.  Of  the  total  value  of  imports  in  1018, 
France  is  credited  with  28.47  per  cent,  England  59.01  per  cent,  the 
United  States  8.71  per  cent,  Netherlands  2.11  per  cent,  and  Switzer- 
land, Spain,  Italy,  Scandinavia,  and  the  French  colonies  with  less 
than  1  i3er  cent  each. 

The  United  States  furnished  most  of  the  leaf  tobacco,  with  Eng- 
land second  and  France  third.  The  wines  came  principally  from 
France,  small  quantities  being  credited  to  England,  Switzerland, 
Spain,  and  other  countries.  Netherlands  ranked  first  in  the  import 
trade  in  spirits,  being  closely  followed  by  France  and  the  ITnited 
States;  a  smaller  quantity  came  from  the  United  Kingdom,  Of  the 
total  imports  of  soap,  other  than  perfumed.  Great  Britain  supi)lied 
$128,014  worth  and  France  the  remainder,  or  $4,740  worth.  Great 
Britain  also  outranked  France  in  the  perfumery  trade  in  1918,  the 
values  credited  to  these  countries  being  $28,491  and  $24,251,  respec- 
tively; the  United  States  furnished  perfumery  to  the  value  of  only 
$493.  Cotton  thread,  an  article  in  great  demand  in  all  the  West 
African  colonies,  was  supplied  by  Great  Britain  to  the  value  of 
$137,559 ;  the  rest  of  such  imports,  to  the  value  of  $22,821,  came  from 
France.  England  predominated  in  the  cotton  textile  trade,  with 
France  second;  smaller  quantities  of  cotton  goods  came  from  Neth- 
erlands, Switzerland,  and  the  United  States.  France,  Great  Britain, 
and  the  United  States  ranked  in  the  order  named  as  sources  of  sup- 
ply for  works  in  metal;  the  Netherlands,  Switzerland,  and  Scandi- 
navia also  enjoyed  small  shares  in  this  trade. 
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Statistics  of  Exports — Declared  Exports  to  TJnited  States. 

The  quantities  and  values  of  the  principal  articles  entering  into  the 
export  trade  of  the  Ivory  Coast  for  the  years  1917  and  1918  are 
shown  in  the  following  table : 


Arlicles. 


Cocoa  beans 

Coffee 

Cotton  lint 

Fish,  dried  and  smoked . 

Gold 

Hides,  beef 

Ivory 

Kola  nuts 

Kopak 

Mahogany  logs 

Palm  kernels 

Palm  oil 

Rubber 

Shea  butter 

Spices 

Miscellaneous 

Reexports 


Total . 


Quantity.      Value, 


Metric  tons. 
317 
27 
148 


75 
4 
67 

m 

12,818 

6,130 

6,243 

311 

012,927 

78 


S91,782 

8,814 

20,236 

12,298 

46,238 

27,983 

13,405 

19,368 

1,496 

247,381 

414,088 

843,457 

300, 152 

226 

14, 990 

187,436 

29,987 


2, 279, 337 


1918 


Quantity.      Value 


Metric  tons. 

420 

30 

434 

4 


36 


37,322 

6,500 

3,168 

249 

0  468 

4 


$49,466 

14, 506 

28,153 

848 

18,067 

1,643 

1,252 

20,031 


679, 764 

555,367 

883, 188 

240,406 

36 

1,183 

32,127 

13, 647 


2,539,682 


a  Kilos. 

France  received  73.61  per  cent  of  these  exports;  French  colonies, 
0.53  per  cent;  and  foreign  countries,  25.86 "per  cent — the  ratios  being 
computed  on  the  basis  of  values.  The  kola  nuts  were  shipped  prin- 
cipally to  Senegal  and  France  to  supply  native  soldiers.  The  entire 
shipments  of  cocoa  beans  went  to  France,  as  did  those  of  palm  oil. 
Of  the  rubber,  France  received  $72,694  worth;  England,  $61,977 
worth,  and  the  United  States  only  $5,734  worth.  Of  the  $679,764 
worth  of  mahogany  logs  exported,  France  received  $19,642  worth, 
England  $309,974  worth,  and  the  United  States  $250,148  worth. 
The  principal  reexports  were  flour,  wine,  petrol,  leaf  tobacco,  glass- 
ware, sacks,  and  dried  and  smoked  fish. 

The  declared  exports  from  the  Ivory  Coast  to  the  United  States 
in  1918  consisted  oi  16  mahogany  logs,  valued  at  $220;  invoices  were 
certified  in  1917  to  the  value  of  $3,379,  the  shipments  comprising  82 
mahogany  logs. 

Shipping — steamship  lines  Visiting  Ivory  Coast. 

The  following  table  gives  the  nationality  of  ships  entering  the 
ports  of  the  Ivory  Coast  during  the  years  1917  and  1918,  with  sta- 
tistics as  to  number  and  tonnage  of  vessels  and  tonnage  of  mer- 
chandise discharged: 


FRENCH    WEST   AFEICA— SENEGAL. 


Flag. 


1917 


Vessels. 


Num- 
ber. 


Tonnage. 


Merchan- 
dise dis- 
charged. 


1918 


Vessels. 


Num- 
ber. 


Tonnage. 


Merchan- 
dise dis- 
charged. 


STEAMERS. 


French 

American. .. 

British 

Brazilian 

Norwegian . . 
Portuguese. 

Belgian 

Greek 

Uruguayan. 
Danish , 


46 


98, 167 


Tons. 
8,971 


186,678 


7,134 


American . . . 

British 

French 

Norwegian . . 

Totals. 


1,353 
1,747 
8,768 
10,569 
1,390 
1,100 


114,045 

802 

79, 160 

2,381 

9,825 


Tons. 
4,383 


5,705 
""3.3 


4,802 
4,647 


331 


1,100 


2,632 
1,024 

7,673 

786 


318,644 


228, 877 


There  were  5  American  vessels  entered  in  1918,  as  against  9  in 
1917.  The  number  of  tons  discharged  was  289  more  in  1918  than  in 
1917,  the  increase  in  vahie  being  $139,178.  The  Belgian  vessels  en- 
gaged only  in  passenger  traffic. 

The  outgoing  cargo  of  the  Frencji  vessels  clearing  in  1918  increased 
by  5,154  tons  m  quantity  and  $347,063  in  value  as  compared  with 
1917.  The  British  vessels  received  10,113  tons  more  of  the  exports 
in  1918  than  in  1917.  The  cargo  taken  by  American  vessels  leaving 
the  Ivory  Coast  was  only  1,480  tons  in  1918,  as  compared  with  9,448 
tons  in  1917. .  The  total  tonnage  of  cargo  cleared  in  1918  was  37,666, 
as  compared  with  32,774  in  1917. 

The  French  line  "  Chargeurs  Reunis,"  running  between  Bordeaux 
and  West  Africa,  is  the  most  important  line  visiting  the  colony, 
though  the  vessels  came  very  infrequently  during  the  year  1918. 
Coming  from  Marseille  are  the  lines  "  Cie.  Fraissinet "  and  "  Cie. 
Fabre."  The  only  other  steamship  line  of  importance  operating 
between  Europe  and  West  Africa,  and  also  between  the  United  States 
and  West  Africa,  is  the  Elder  JDempster  &  Co.  line  of  steamers; 
these  vessels  ceased  to  call  at  the  ports  of  the  Ivory  Coast  during  the 
year  under  review. 

SENEGAL. 

The  foreign  or  over-sea  trade  of  Sei:kegal,  French  West  Africa,  for 
the  year  1918  was  most  abnormal,  on  account  of  war  conditions, 
increasing  nearly  100  per  cent  over  that  of  the  preceding  year.  It 
amounted  in  value  to  $98,622,476,  as  against  a  value  equal  to  $53,- 
267,540  in  1917,  $38,410,886  in  1916,  and  $31,074,663  in  1913.  The 
total  value  of  the  imports  for  1918  amounted  to  $57,085,126,  as 
against  $27,983,593  for  1917.  The  exports  for  1918  were  valued  at 
$41,537,350,  as  against  $25,283,946  for  1917. 
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Movement  of  Specie. 

These  statistics  do  not  include  the  movements  of  specie,  the  im- 
ports of  which  amounted  to  only  $580,351  for  1918,  as  against  $795,932 
for  1917;  and  the  exports  being-Valued  at  $28,671  for  1918  and  $77,670 
for  1917.  In  addition  to  the  above,  the  sum  of  $1,052,236  in  paper 
currency  of  the  Banque  cle  I'Afrique  Occidentale  Francaise  was  im- 
ported by  the  bank.  The  specie  imports  were  all  made  by  the  Gov- 
ernment and  consisted  of  $579,000  in  silver  and  $1,351  in  bronze  or 
copper. 

The  exports  of  specie  in  1918  were  in  British  silver  money  and 
went  to  the  British  West  African  colonies.  The  export  of  French 
money  was  prohibited.  (All  the  foregoing  statistics  are  computed 
on  the  value  of  the  franc  at  normal  exchange,  as  are  also  all  statistics 
which  appear  below.) 

The  imports  for  1913  and  1914  were  valued,  respectively,  at  $16,- 
997,603  and  $15,453,250,  and  the  exports  at  $14,077,000  and  $17,- 
263,346.  The  total  foreign  trade  for  1913  was  therefore  equal  in 
value  to  $31,074,663,  and  that  for  1914  to  $32,716,596. 

Transshipment  of  War  Supplies  at  Dakar. 

Dakar  being  situated  on  the  Atlantic  so  admirably  for  replenish- 
ing the  coal  bunkers  of  vessels  en  route  between  Europe  and  South 
America,  West  and  South  Africa,  it  w^as  the  logical  port  for  the 
formation  of  the  convoys  of  vessels  going  to  Europe  for  recoaling  and 
reprovisioning.  At  times  there  were  as  many  as  60  to  75  vessels  in 
the  port.  The  port  was  also  the  most  convenient  point  for  transship- 
ping to  steamers  the  wheat  and  corn  destined  to  Europe,  which  came 
from  Australia  on  sailing  vessels.  These  transshipped  cargoes 
amounted  in  value  to  fully  $13,799,500. 

Tn  addition  to  the  above,  and  due  equally  to  war  conditions,  there 
was  transshipped  at  Dakar  from  sailing  vessels  or  from  very  slow 
steamers  $2,412,500  worth  of  sugar  destined  to  England.  Also  for 
the  equipment  of  the  French  West  African  native  troops  $2,316,000 
worth  of  apparel  was  imported  during  the  year. 

If,  then,  we  deduct  from  the  total  value  of  the  imports  for  1918 
the  sum  of  the  special  war  cargoes  above  named,  we  have  left  $38,- 
557,126  to  represent  that  which  may  be  classed  as  the  value  of  the 
colony's  commercial  import  trade.  But  in  tliis  sum  is  included  the 
value  of  the  fuel  coal  for  bunkers,  which  amounted  to  $8,939,066. 
Deducting  this,  we  have  left  as  the  value  of  merchandise  purely  a 
sum  equal  to  $29,618,064,  as  against  a  value  of  $16,341,889  for  the 
same  class  of  goods  for  1917. 

In  considering  the  value  of  exports  it  is  also  necessary  to  take 
transshipments  and  bunker  coal  into  consideration.  Consequently, 
we  find  that  the  total  value  of  purely  commercial  exports  was  $14,- 
439,676  for  1918,  as  compared  with  $13,879,595  for  1917.  There 
was,  therefore,  a  gain  in  1918  over  1917  amounting  to  $560,081. 


FRENCH  WEST  AFRICA — SENEGAL. 


Import  Statistics. 

The  following  table  gives  the  quantities  and  values  of  the  prin- 
cipal articles  imported  into  Senegal  in  1917  and  1918 : 


Articles. 

1917 

1918 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Apparel 

metric  tons.. 

30G 

$680, 897 

1,572 

$3,063,311 

Arms 

number.. 

31 

860 

82 

3,340 

Beer 

metric  tons 

360 

81,361 

280 

77,411 

Biscuits 

do.... 

461 

91,082 

179 

47,276 

Coalfuel 

do.... 

537, 290 

11,641,662 

347,461 

8, 939, 062 

Cotton  thread 

do.... 

386 

353, 463 

159 

372,048 

do.... 

2,657 
12,818,311 

4, 900, 316 
2,190,581 

3,636 
11,322,033 

10, 207, 649 

Guineas  and  similar  cloth 

meters.. 

3, 121, 479 

Construction  materials 

metric  tons.. 

11,385 
3,194 

197, 646 
344, 171 

13, 747 
6,325 

337, 382 

Flour 

do.... 

1,082,156 

Glassware 

do.... 

6 

7,445 

24 

32, 876 

Kerosene 

do.... 

1,129 

123,655 

942 

87,664 

Kola  nuts 

do.... 

914 

705, 344 

1,534 

1, 262, 630 

Liqueurs 

liters.. 

86,673 

66,364 

99,807 

121,417 

Lumber 

cubic  meters.. 

2,629 

115,938 

4,875 

495, 323 

Oils,  edible 

metric  tons.. 

254 
268 

104, 633 
129,572 

172 
177 

131,441 

Provisions 

do.... 

120,246 

Rice 

do.... 

1,781 

202, 326 

262 

54,264 

Silver  bars 

kilos.. 

1,822 

42,218 

766 

25,062 

Soap 

metric  tons.. 

672 

173, 463 

543 

340, 778 

Spirits 

liters.. 

389,229 

229,637 

675, 137 

409, 193 

Sugar 

metric  tons.. 

2,003 

450,797 

7,678 

2, 854, 945 

Tobacco: 

Leaf 

do.... 

887 

342, 500 

941 

617,335 

Manufactured 

do.... 

28J 

38,994 

59J 

118,669 

Wines 

liters.. 

1,976,448 

495,406 

3,287,715 

1, 232, 857 

4,274,262 

21,929,312 

Total 

27,983,593 

57,085,126 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  forgoing  table  that  the  increases  in  the 
imports  were  not  general ;  there  were  many  decreases. 

Causes  of  Increased  Imports  of  Certain  Articles. 

The  large  increase  in  apparel,  amounting  to  $2,382,414  in  value, 
was  due  to  military  supplies  imported  for  the  native  soldiers,  as 
indicated  above.  Under  the  head  of  construction  materials,  which 
increased  $139,736  in  value,  are  included  quantities  of  cement  from 
France  and  England  for  the  construction  of  large  Government  ware- 
houses for  storing  peanuts  at  Dakar  pending  shipment  for  revictual- 
ing  the  military  forces  in  France.  The  greatly  augmented  value  of 
cotton  goods  imports  was  due  to  the  important  stocks  placed  in  the 
fear  of  advances  in  the  price  of  this  article.  The  quantity  is  much 
above  normal  consumption.  Flour  shipments  in  1918  included  large 
importations  for  military  use,  as  well  as  supplies  to  meet  the  regular 
commercial  demands. 

The  increase  in  value  in  the  imi^oi-ts  of  leaf  tobacco  was  due  to 
the  belated  delivery  of  large  orders  which  had  been  placed  in  the 
United  States  but  had  remained  unshipped  for  a  long  time  on  ac- 
count of  transport  difficulties  and  Government  regulations.  The 
importation  of  lumber  had  also  been  checked  by  the  uncertain  means 
of  transportation,  but  the  orders  placed  in  the  United  States  were 
filled  by  means  of  sailing  vessels;  so  that  the  increase  over  1917 
amomited  to  $379,385.  A  large  part  of  the  increased  volume  of  spirits 
imported  consisted  of  shipments  from  the  United  States.  There 
"were  also  some  importations  from  Brazil  and  from  Teneriffe,  Canary 
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Islands.  The.  facility  in  securing  sugar  from  Brazil  and  the  United 
States  permitted  the  merchants  to  stock  themselves  with  full  supplies 
in  this  article,  a  large  quantity  of  which  is  consumed  in  the  colony. 
Imports  of  wine  increased  by  1,311,267  liters,  due  to  the  provision- 
ing of  the  military  commissary  and  the  facility  the  merchants  enjoyed 
in  procuring  low-priced  wines  from  Portugal,  Spain,  and  Argentina, 
Among  other  articles  of  import  whose  value  increased  during 
1918  may  be  mentioned  particularly  the  corrugated  sheets  of  galvan- 
ized iron  for  roofing  the  Government  warehouses  at  Dakar,  and  the 
agricultural  machines  destined  to  decorticate  the  peanuts.  The 
mills  for  this  purpose  tend  to  become  more  numerous  in  the  colony. 
The  machines  are  of  French  make.  There  is  a  tendency  to  establish 
peanut-oil  mills  also. 

Restricted  Trade  in  Certain  Articles. 

The  articles  showing  decreased  values  in  1918  include  such  provi- 
sions as  preserved  foods,  sea  biscuits,  and  rice.  The  decrease  in  the 
first  is  due  to  the  lessened  demand  for  provisioning  by  the  military 
authorities.  Eestriction  in  the  manufacture  of  sea  biscuits  appears 
to  be  the  cause  of  the  decline  in  imports  of  this  article.  Eice  comes 
principally  from  Indo-China,  and  the  trade  in  1918  suffered  from 
transportation  difficulties.  To  make  up  for  the  insufficient  supplies 
of  rice  from  abroad,  its  cultivation  has  been  extended  in  the  colony. 
The  decrease  in  the  importations  of  beer  is  due  to  the  reduced  pro- 
duction and  increased  prices. 

Coal  submitted  to  a  very  large  decrease,  dropping  from  537,290 
tons  in  1917  to  317,461  tons  in  1918.  The  stocks  of  coal  on  hand  at 
Dakar  at  the  close  of  1917  were  very  large  and  these  served  in  part 
the  demands  of  1918. 

Silver  bar  imports  decreased  on  account  of  the  insecurity  of  the 
seas  and  the  advanced  cost  of  silver.     The  natives  found  it  more 
advantageous  to  transform  silver  money  into  jewelry  than  to  buy 
bar  for  that  purpose. 
Export  Trade  by  Principal  Articles. 

The  quantities  and  values  of  the  principal  articles  exported  from 
Senegal  in  1917  and  1918  are  shown  in  the  following  table : 


Articles. 

1917 

1918 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Metric  tons. 

lOS 

a  631 

1,772 

1,528 

20 

491 

574 
2,400 
4,062 

175,477 
102 
262 

146,724 

15, 223 

389,312 

573,508 

3,860 

183,979 
307, 746 
98,450 
352,781 

10, 100, 114 

6,857 

252,871 

12,892,521 

Metric  tons. 

143 

a  673 

2,330 

2,032 

80 

551 
246 

483 
1,603 

106,387 

13,734 

327 

$63,109 

25,042 

668,958 

Hides      

925, 127 

74,940 

Meat: 

116,611 

126,925 

Millet                      

40,294 

171,676 

Peanuts: 

6,436,902 

Shelled 

1,640,537 

Rubber                                        

315,994 

30,931,226 

Total....          ...          

25,283,946 

41,537,350 

i>  Includes  reexports. 


FKENCH  WEST  AFRICA — SENEGAL.  11 

Analysis  of  Export  Trade — Declared  Exports  to  United  States. 

The  value  of  the  exports  of  the  products  of  the  colony  in  1918  was 
.only  $10,357,355,  a  decline  of  $1,771,335  as  compared  with  1917. 
The  decrease  bore  particularly  on  peanuts;  although  there  Avas  a  full 
harvest  of  this  product,  the  available  tonnage  restricted  shipments. 

Vessels  calling  at  Dakar  took  a  very  large  number  of  bullocks  to 
supply  fresh  meat  for  the  passengers.  The  increase  of  558  tons  in 
the  exports  of  gums  was  the  result  of  a  better  harvest  and  of  the 
facilities  of  transport  accorded  to  some  stocks  that  were  warelioused 
in  the  colony.  The  growing  needs  of  the  French  Army  account  for 
the  augmented  value  of  exports  of  raw  hides.  There  were  also  some 
authorizations  to  export  hides  to  England.  Stocks  of  rubber  were 
released  b}^  tonnage  becoming  available. 

The  decrease  noted  in  the  exports  of  fresh  or  butcher's  meats,  ex- 
clusively employed  in  supplying  vessels  calling  at  the  ports  of  the 
colony,  was  due  in  part  to  the  fact  that  the  vessels  took  living 
animals  in  preference.  Exports  of  millet  declined  owing  to  the  re- 
strictions on  imports  into  France.  In  1917  there  were  large  quanti- 
ties of  this  article  exported  for  revictualling  purposes;  but  they 
probably  proved  to  be  of  small  utility.  Preserved  and  frozen  meats 
were  exported  in  smaller  quantities,  due  to  the  restrictions  placed  on 
the  slaughter  of  bullocks  at  the  "  Lyndiane  "  packing  house  because 
of  the  epidemic  of  the  bovine  pest  in  the  colony. 

Exports  from  Senegal  to  the  United  States  declared  at  this  con- 
sulate in  1918  consisted  entirely  of  80,000  kilos  of  gum  arable,  valued 
at  $19,794.  Declared  exports  in  1917  consisted  of  5  wild  animals  of  a 
declared  value  of  $107. 

Direction  of  Trade  in  1918. 

Of  the  exports  during  1918,  France  received  fully  100  per  cent 
more  and  England  a  little  over  25  per  cent  more  than  in  the  previous 
year.  The  United  States  received  none  of  the  exports.  The  increased 
exports  to  France  are  explained  by  the  purchase  of  peanuts  by  the 
French  Service  du  Eavitaillement,  and  by  the  quantities  of  hides 
requisitioned  for  the  French  Army.  Fuel  coal  for  bunkering  British 
steamers  calling  at  Dakar  accounts  for  a  very  large  part  of  the  ex- 
ports accredited  to  England. 

In  the  general  commerce  of  1918  the  part  enjoyed  by  France  and 
her  colonies  was  19.96  per  cent  of  the  import  trade  and  51.22  per 
cent  of  the  export  trade;  that  of  all  foreign  countries  together  was 
80.01  per  cent  of  the  import  and  48.78  per  cent  of  the  export  trade. 
But  if  fuel  coal  were  deducted  from  the  statistics  tlie  pai't  enjoyed  by 
France  would  be  23.69  per  cent  of  the  import  and  69.35  per  cent  of 
the  export  trade;  the  total  of  all  foreign  countries  would  be  76.31 
per  cent  of  the  import  and  30.65  per  cent  of  the  export  trade. 

England  supplied  a  total  of  $21,616,000  worth  of  the  imported 
goods,  of  which  $8,492,000  represented  fuel  coal,  $11,966,000  tissues, 
$422,670  cotton  threads,  $193,000  soap,  $86,850  cement,  and  $96,600 
metal  works.  Other  articles  accounted  for  the  remainder.  British 
colonies  supplied  goods  to  the  value  of  $17,370,000,  including  $13,- 
452,100  worth  of  farinaceous  products,  $1,254,500  worth  of  kola  nuts, 
$135,100  worth  of  cotton  goods,  and  $2,470,400  worth  of  various  other 
articles.    Imports  from  France  and  French  colonies  were  valued  at 
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$11,502,800.  of  which  $5,114,500  was  in  tissues.  $380,000  in  cotton 
threads,  $1,158,000  in  drinks.  $030,900  in  prepared  k-ather,  $1,061,500 
in  metal  works,  and  $193,000  in  hides  and  other  products.  The 
United  States  supplied  "oods  valued  at  $3,358,200,  including  $193,000 
worth  of  fuel  coal,  $579,000  worth  of  metal,  $270,200  worth  of  mineral 
oils,  $463,200  worth  of  lumber,  and  $144,750  worth  of  metal  articles. 
From  South  America,  principally  Argentina,  came  goods  to  the 
value  of  $965,000,  of  which  $540,400  was  in  farinaceous  products, 
$58,865  in  animal  products,  and  $365,735  in  various  other  articles. 
Of  the  $516,854  worth  of  goods  supplied  by  the  Netherlands,  $386,- 
000  was  in  tissues,  and  the  remainder  in  drinks,  mostly  gin.  Portu- 
guese colonies  furnished  goods  amounting  in  value  to  $253,795,  of 
Avhich  $77,200  Avas  in  kola  nuts,  $150,733  in  vegetable  oil  and  other 
vegetable  products,  and  $18,914  in  hides. 

Shipping. 

In  1917,  1,997  vessels  of  various  nationalities  cleared  from  the 
ports  of  Senegal  bearing  cargo  totaling  667,395  tons,  as  compared 
with  1,275  vessels  with  an  outgoing  cargo  of  646,690  tons  in  1918. 

The  following  table  gives  the  number,  tonnage,  and  nationality 
of  vessels  entering  tlie  ports  of  Senegal  in  1917  and  1918,  and  the 
tonnasfe  of  carsro  discharged : 


Flag. 


Vessels. 


Num- 
ber. 


Ton- 
nage. 


Cargo 
dis- 
charged. 


Vessels. 


Num- 
ber. 


Ton- 
nage. 


Cargo 
dis- 
charged. 


American . . 
Argentine.. 

Belgian 

Brazilian. . . 

British 

Danish 

Dutch 

French 

Greek 

Italian 

Japanese . . . 
Norwegian. 
Portuguese. 

Russian 

Spanish 

Swedish 

Uruguayan 

Total 


3 

G 
£8 
11 
1,132 
21 
18 
383 
31 
146 
36 
94 
29 

1 
35 
17 

5 


218 

1,909 

105,786 

14,058 

3,192,015 

21,901 

20, 807 

728, 129 

57,360 

506,228 

145,099 

95, 380 

42, 369 

2  422 

23^924 

18,042 

4,746 


Tons. 
15 


3,551 


437,309 
13,934 
11,832 
98,245 
11,071 
5,280 


46,268 
12, 982 


1,374 
3,890 
3,762 


1,996 


4,980,393 


649,519  1,207 


7 
1 

17 

73 

547 

16 

4 

370 

19 

105 

6 

59 

32 

1 

6 

4 


5,204 

233 

67, 173 

146,342 

1,298,485 

17,145 

3,543 

696,257 

35,198 

239, 351 

16, 899 

106, 852 

39, 573 

2,363 

1,814 

6,363 


Tons. 
3,684 


36 

11,668 

339,729 

9,505 

691 

190,963 

11,184 

40,916 


25,755 

104 

3,700 

447 


2, 082, 795 


638,382 


Prosperous  Outlook  for  Senegal — American  Steamship  Line  Established. 

From  the  foregoing  it  is  seen  that  the  purely  commercial  move- 
ments of  the  colony,  in  spite  of  the  war,  continued  to  be  active.  The 
abundant  i^eanut  harvest,  to  meet  the  demands  of  France  for  ole- 
agenous  products,  found  ready  purchasers  at  good  prices.  The  re- 
ceipts from  the  sales  enabled  the  natives  to  increase  their  purchases. 
The  growing  employment  of  peanuts — the  principal  export  product 
of  the  colony — as  a  food  product  assures  an  increased  production  of 
this  product  and,  as  a  consequence,  prosperity  to  the  colony. 
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The  revenues  from  customs  and  other  receipts  amounted  to  $2,313,- 
959,  as  against  $1,877,860  in  1917.  This  is  the  highest  figure  ever 
reached  during  the  existence  of  the  colony. 

The  pL^n  to  improve  the  Dakar-St.  Louis  railway,  and  the  project 
to  finish  and  equip  the  Thies-Kayes  line,  as  well  as  to  make  great 
improvements  in  the  port  of  Dakar,  which  port  was  proved  by  cir- 
cumstances of  the  war  to  be  very  admirably  situated,  will  assure  the 
future  i)rogress  of  the  colony. 

An  American  steamship  company  established  a  line  from  New 
York  to  Dakar,  which  began  sailings  in  March,  1919.  This  line  will 
prove  an  immense  advantage  to  American  trade  with  West  Africa 
if  encouraged  by  American  exporters.  But  such  encouragement 
must  be  given  wholeheartedly  until  the  line  is  well  established. 
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